My best race ever".. Uvis Slakteris 


”I cried” said Uvis Slakteris when I asked him how he felt after his F1 debut in Qatar. ”I’m sure when I say its the best race in my life” says Uvis – who is still looking for words to describes his feeling when he passed the finish line in Qatar. 
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Qatar last year was until now my favourite race in F2, and now – with this experience I guess Qatar is my lucky race place and my favourite place to race.

Racing runs in the blood of the talented “Rocket man from Riga” – Its however quite a funny title on the F1 TV from Steve Michael when you know that his father, Atis Slakteris was until recently the defence minister of Latvia. Atis Slakteris no finance minister in Latvia - loves the sport and race with his team – Riga Power Boat team in the Latvia races.

When I visited them in Jurmala before the World Cup In Formula 2 Atis was racing his son, and gave him a fair challenge. 

 

	Unfinished business in F2.
	 


When I was told I had to start last I was a bit surprised, but rules are rules – and I knew I was a “rookie” in F1 – so I accepted that tells Uvis. From last start position he started his charge up in the filed. 

After 2 laps he was up in 12th position – and racing thrue the field is a special feeling – I felt I was flying explains Uvis. Passing drivers like Comparato, Cantando and other "heros" was really good feeling, I felt I had such a great and study run. 

I think I was the driver who passed most boats in the race, and only my 1st race says Uvis. The Mollgaard was handling good, engine packet was running strong, I was so comfortable – when you have faith in your team – they work great and equipment works – well – that’s a powerboat drivers dream continues the enthusiastic powerboat star from Riga.
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Uvis is not a full time races, even he is racing more races than the rest of us – from Worldcup – Europa Cup – Scandinavian Cup – and Continental Cup. If there is a Formula 2 race Uvis is there. Normally on top of the lists. “I’m a farmer” answer Uvis when we ask what he is doing for a living, well; I guess he’s the fastest one in the world!

The Riga Powerboat Team - Racing for F1 team Sweden 
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The crew in Riga Powerboat racing is not new in Formula 1, even though it was the first race for Uvis. Aivars and Chucke were crewing for the late star – Victor Kunich. That time they were working for the Latvia Kalcniems racing team and the driver from Moscow. Victor died after the accident in Abu Dhabi. 

It was a special race, and we are very proud of our results. To finish in the top 6 position was not even in our dreams. I had a secret dream of top 10 – but from a team side, F1 Team Sweden finished 1st, - 6th and 9th. And is now leading the team table as well. Actually F1 team Sweden had a full house, and its not something that happens often in F1 – Jonas Andersson and his team is on top of the list in all categories. WC – Pole Position – Slam – and team.
I will for sure race now also in Portimao, Portugal in 5 weeks – but my main focus is to win the world cup in Formula 2. We have a great team there, so we will let Formula 1 be 2nd option this year, but with a weekend like this, I have to say we are all very keen to do it again. Formula 1 is Formula 1 for any driver. It’s a dream says Uvis Slakteris. 

Atis and Uvis Slakteris in Qatar.
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Egypt, then Portugal. 
For the Riga Powerboat team the next race is the final round of the Continental Cup in Egypt, Port Ghalib. After that the boats will be shipped back to Europe.
The Formula 2 World Cup is very important for me, we have World Cup in Riga, my home grand prix – so we will try and win says Uvis Slakteris on the phone on his way home to Latvia. . 

The F2boat.com wishes them all the best of luck, and promise to make their job in formula 2 very very hard ;-)[image: image4.jpg]



